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Do you want to phase out your polyethylene? Product testing with BIM’s water-based dispersions
makes the project quick and risk-free. Environmental awareness is growing. So is the set of users of

BIM’s ecological dispersions.

Compostability is a feature that is of interest to more and
more packaging manufacturers today, says Antti Karhu,
product and application developer at BIM Kemi.

- Over the last 2-3 years, environmental responsibility has
clearly increased. Consumers are more aware than before and
do not want to burden the planet with their own choices.

The primary goal of food packaging is to protect the pro-
duct. It must be able to withstand moisture and grease
and must not release anything into the food that could
jeopardise the future of the product.

Fibre packaging used for food products is often coated with
polyethylene (PE). Of the plastics, polyethylene was once
selected as a food coating not only because of its price but
also because of its properties.

From an environmental point of view, polyethylene is not a
problem-free product. Although polyethylene-coated fibre
packaging is technically recyclable, the separation process is
complex and the yield of recycled fibres from the separation
process is low. Recycling also does not solve the problem of
disposing of plastic waste.

Globally, less than 2% of polyethylene-coated packaging

is recycled. The majority end up in landfills, where they
burden the environment for hundreds of years.

The biggest concern is the plastic that got into the seas,
which grinds into microplastic and ends up in food chains. It
is estimated that about a third of the marine plastic problem
is due to polyethylene-coated paper, board and cardboard.!

THE PRODUCT CAN BE CUSTOMISED ACCORDING
TO THE CUSTOMER'’S NEEDS

BIM Kemi offers its customers an alternative to replacing
environmentally friendly polyethylene with a more
environmentally friendly, water-based dispersion. The
product is applied to the surface of the paper and dried,
after which it forms a protective layer on the surface.

T source:
(https://www.sitra.fi/blogit/muovit-ymparisto-vai-roskaamisongelma/)
by Lassi Hietanen, M.Sc.

- We have several dozen different products at our disposal
that can achieve different properties. The choice is made
according to the end-use and the customer’s needs.

In addition to the finished products, the product can be
tailored to the customer’s needs. Many other companies
in the industry are unable to provide a similar service.

- We can customise almost any product.

From the customer’s point of view, product testing is a
quick and risk-free project. In the first meeting, the client
goes through the goals together with a BIM expert. Next
up is a test coating and laboratory tests that measure the
resistance of, for example, grease, water and water vapour.
In addition, the heat sealability of the coated packaging
material can be tested with a heat sealing device. This
feature is essential, for example, in resealable paper bags.
Product testing results will normally be completed within
two weeks.

- Thanks to BIM Kemi’s flexibility, agility and expertise, the
joint commercial project that may follow after the product
testing has achieved its goals is also progressing rapidly,
Karhu promises.

BIM Kemi currently has several dozen projects underway
internationally. Each completed project launches a new,
demonstrably compostable, recyclable and more
environmentally friendly product.

Don't hesitate to ask for more information and order a
compostability test!

Antti Karhu,
Product & application developer,
BIM Kemi




